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. A REFORMATION INVESTIGATION
(A Look Into The European Church Scene: 1450—1600)

Introduction Probably no other era of western history has raised such
controversy as the era known as "the Reformation." From & secular standpoint it
was 4 time of tremendous social agitation, political turmoil and shifting,
economic evaluation and cultural redefinition. From a Roman Catholic
perspective, the Reformation was a time variously described as "heretical,”
"wayward," ‘"rebellion" and of course, "reform." From an evangelical view, the
Reformation was an era of return to the sole authority of the Bible (sola
Scriptura) over Christians' lives and over their churches.

It is helpful to see, however, how the Reformation fits into the full two-millenia
history of God's New Covenant people...
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Our God is a sovereign, timeless God who sovereign in history. Israel's story is a
story of a people whose God rules them over centuries and who will bring to pass
what He has determined is His will. While the Reformation is of great interest
politically, economically and so forth, its greatest interest lies in the portrait

of the Loréd who used it so powerfully, painted by its principle leaders. Our
approach in these discussions, will be to examine the issues, theology and
personalities of the Reformation in Europe, and to show its bearing and application
for us today!
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DEFINITION of the Reformation There are many, depending on your theological bent: (rm&ﬂi)
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"The great religious movement in the 16th century which had for its object
the reform of the Western Catholic Church, and which led up to the estab-—

lishment of the Protestant Churches" American College Dictionary.

f
"Although conditioned by political, economic and social factors, the course el
of events and writings of the Reformers themselves reveal that it (the Re— [R.(C,~ & ‘Fw.ij
formation) was above all else a religious revival which had as its goal ?,,;'h,;._ -|u..7 T
Christian renewal' Robert Linder, The New International Dictionary of the ot ) haad.
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A Note on Philosophy of History

kh godly view of history is what we are after. We do not want to
entertain a distorted view of history 3just because we are
Christians ! So how do WE validate our philosophy of history?

Well, it is hard to do for other people--you do it to your own
satisfaction. Philosophy is strictly dependent on one's OWN view
and experience. So, there are a few PRESUPPOSITIONS I would like
to share here at the outset:

1. Behind ALL theoretical thought, there lies a philosophical
"a priori”"--assumptions! Even those who say, "I am NOT
philosophical” assert a certain "a priori."

2. © What is the starting point of philosophy? I believe it is
in the heart. The Bible teaches us that "out of the heart are
the issues of life."

3. The issue we are after, is the discovery of TRUTH.
Therefore, in order to attain a freeing truth, we must not break
the first commandment.

4. The fundamental gquestion which differentiates men is whether
they believe in God or not--for on that depends their whole view
of the world and the universe. Non-Christian philosophy is
devoid of categories to express certain realities: sin, God, the
"knowability" of God, the true condition of the spirit-realm,
etc. From a Christian point of view, the acceptance of God asgs an
involved person in HUMAN history is DECISIVE for the understan-
ding of history.
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of events and writings of the Reformers themselves reveal that it (the Re-
formation) was above all else a religious revival which had as its goal
Christian renewal" Robert Linder, The New International Dictionary of the
Christian Church.

"The Reformation of the sixteenth century is, next to the introduction of
Christianity, the greatest event in history. It marks the end of the Mid-
dle Ages and the beginning of modern times. Starting from religion, it gave
directly or indirectly a mighty impulse to every forward movement, and made
Protestantism the chief propelling force in the history of modern civiliza-
tion" Philip Schaff in History of the Christian Church, :

In short, it was that European movement during the years /5777 to 4% inat
began within the Roman Catholic Church as a force of re¥orp but whose prin-

ciple leaders rapidly discovered their own theoclogical identities.

While differing greatly on a wide range of theological issues, the Reformers
generally agreed on: '

1. The Sote a«%&?%‘ﬂe Fute

Factors Which Helped Give Rise to the Protestant Reformation:
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10. A Movement of the Spirit of God in many men, simultaneously: LH,V‘ZG« 5%‘“;74’/ Gl

PROTESTANT OBJECTIONS The Reformers' target was really "degenerative late
medieval Catholicism"” (D.F. Wright, article in the Evangelical Dictiongry of
Theology), which was put in contrast to the faith of the apostles and the early
church fathers. Several "target areas" included,
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The SIGNIFICANCE of the Reformation It is impoessible to understand modern
history apart from the Reformation. Europe, England and the United States all
depend historically on what happened in the century after 1517. The Reformation
has profoundly affected modern politics and law. Prior to the Reformation, the
Church governed politics, emperors, kings, and the laws of the lands. For all
practical purposes, Martin Luther stabilized the German Ilanguage {(by his
translation of the New Testament into vernacular German), and western literature
received an incredible impact by Reformation impulses.

Without the Reformation, modern science would probably still be in the Middle Ages.
Before the Reformation all scientific investigation and endeavor were controlled by
the Church. It is just sheer ignorance of history that makes many modern
scientists regard the true evangelical faith as opposed to true science!

But in spite of all the blessings we have inherited from the turbulent Reformation
years, there were marked differences among the Reformers. {(And, indeed, the
Reformers themselves would resent any "sainted" views of themselves), Even with
all the agreement about ecclesiastical corruption and the necessity of a purely
Biblical theology, the Reformers could not agree on the Lord's Supper, for
instance. Another significant difference lay in their view toward the Mosaic law
(a controversy still carried on in some Reformed circles today). For Luther, the
law's primary function was to abase the sinner and drive him to Christ. Calvin saw
it mainly as a guide for the Christian life. Overall, "careful Calvin orchestrated
Protestant theology most skillfully, but fertile Martin Luther wrote most of the
tunes"” (J.I. Packer}). And, there were also the Anabaptists whose Reformation was
more sweeping and some of who viewed the more mainline Reformers as "the new
papists."”

Our study of the Reformation will look into each main branch of the
movement and will seek to deal fairly and accurately with each.
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LUTHER AND LUTHERANISM

Introduction One cannot speak very long about the Protestant Refor-
mation without beginning to consider the impact of the German Augustin-
ian monk, Martin Luther. His greatness can be guaged by the fact that
during the 400+ years since his death (1546) more has been written about
Luther than about any other figure in history, except Jesus of Nazarethl

We shall consider an introduction to this man under three headings:
I. Luther's Life...

A. DBefore his "breakthrough"

B. After his "breakthrough”

€C. With his family
IT. Luther's Theoloygy...

A, A Series of "sola's"

B. The Theology of the Cross
C. In Perspective--similarities & differences with other Reformers

IIT. Luther's Lasting Influence...

A. 1In sparking a return to the Bible

B. In "modelling" evangelical courage, determination, balance,
and remaining useful to the Lord, even with some character
flaws and lingering sin-tendencies.

€. In the spread of Lutheranism

A few basic and introductory facts: in the history of the Church,
there are a number of "mountain peak" theologians that stand out--
Athanasius, Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, Bultmann and
Barth. Luther is one of these "mountain peaks", not because we neces—
sarily agree with everything he said or wrote, but because of his
influence and impact on how people believe about God and on how they
interpret the Bible. Luther's own published, written works comprise
55 volumes (as of 1980), and they are still being published!

I. LUTHER'S LIFE A. Martin Luther was born on November 10, 1483 in
Eiseleben, Germany. He died in the same town in 1546, He was the son of
a poor miner and knew the struggles of the working class. 1In fact,
Luther's whole life was one of struggle and he said that his parents
‘worked their flesh off their bones" to raise their seven children.

His mother carried wood on her back from the forest and his father was
determined that his son, Martin, would live better off and dreamed of

His son becoming a lawyer. Luther had a difficult youth and was brought
up under stern discipline, including periodic beatings. It is true that
he had an impetuous temper and a stubborn will, but his parents sometimes
abused their discipline. 1In his early school years he learned the Roman
Catholic Catechism, the Ten Commandments, the Apostle's Creed, the Lord's
prayer and several Latin and German hymns. NOTE: In their zeal to rid
themselves of liturgy and dry traditions, evangelicals sometimes forget
that value of a strict learning program for children. Laxness is not
spirituall T
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Working his way through school, Luther enrolled in the University of
Leipzig in 1501. His degrees included the B.A. (1502), M.A. (1505),

the B.B. (1509) and the Th.D. (1512). He was ordained as a priest in
1507. 1In July, 1505 he entered the House of the Hermits of St. Augus-
tine in Erfurt, as a novice, and all this time he was a devout Roman
Catholic. Also in 1512, Luther was appointed "lectura in Biblia" at

the University of Wittenberg. During these years before 1512, Luther
wrestled with the problem of his own, personal salvation. (Also, in
these years he became adept on the lute and on the flute and had a
beatiful singing voice. His training to this point also included logic,
rhetoric, physics and philosophy. He began every day with prayer and
also went to church often. It was not until 1505 though (when he was
working on his masters degree) that Luther discovered in the U. of Leip-~-
zig library a whole Bible. Until this point he had only seen fragments
of the Gospels and Epistles. At the time, he wrote, "Oh, if God would
give me such a book of my own!"™ And so, in 1507 he made the Bible that
was chained to the wall in the monastery as if it were his own by reading
it as much as he could. And yet, he could find no peace in his soul--
he becamse more and more conscious of his own sinfulness and even as

a lecturer in Bible, had no assurance about salvation. In 1510 he made
a pilgrimmage to the Vatican in Rome, but was so disgusted by the atti-
tude of the priests that he became extremely disallusioned. They would
say seven Masses while Luther would say one. Luther said they would
say, "Hurry up and send the Son home to our Lady!"™ But still his faith
in the Mother Church did not fail.

- B. After his "breakthrough" Luther came to Christ sometime between

1514 and 1518, probably closer to the earlier date. It was not an easy
conversion. He had flogged and starved himself and generally did every-
thing expected of a serious monk, and more! He wrote, "If ever a monk
got to heaven by monkery, I would have gotten there." John Staupitz was
Luther's superior in the monastery. Staupitz may have been a true belie~
ver. He tried to get Luther to see the love of God and that in Christ
God was not angry with the believer. But Luther was angry with God.
Luther later wrote of Staupitz, "he first caused the light of the Gospel
to shine in the darkness of my heart.” But he kept asking how to find
God? Was God gracious? How could He be, when Luther knew Him to be
righteous and just, and as he looked at his sinful Saxon soul he would
weary his instructors about how to achieve holiness, and would keep his
priest in confession for hours. While lecturing and preaching daily,

he would study the Scriptures often. And then, while preparing his les-
sons on Romans, the light dawned on him that men are saved by grace,
through faith alone in Christ, apart from any human efforts or works.

He later wrote of the experience of studying in a tower,

I labored diligently and anxiously as to how to understand Paul's
words in Romans 1:17 where he says, "the righteousness of God is
revealed in the Gospel." I saw the difference that law is one thing
and gospel another. I broke through, and as I had formerly hated
the expression "the righteousness of God" I now began to regard it
as my dearest and most comforting word, so that this expression of
Paul's became :to me in very truth, a gate to paradise.

As Luther began to preach justification by faith, people began to listen
more and more. The message of free grace caught on like wild-fire in
the hearts of many people! And, naturally, it cut across the grain of
many of the established teachings of the church, such as penance and the
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need for indulgences. The indulgence controversy of 1517 brought
Martin Luther on to the public scene and is regarded as the beginning
of the Reformation. NOTE: It was never Luther's intention to break
with the Church. He loved the Church and initially intended to simply
reform it from within. But as he prodded many current practices more
and more, and met more and more fierce resistance, the break was inevi-
table!

Pope Leo X had commisioned a man named John 7‘@37,&? to travel
around Germany, selling a new indulgence, for the purpose of financing
certain additions toc St. Peter's Bascillica in Rome, and Tetzel adver-
tised thusly, "No sooner will the money clink in the box, than the

soul of the dear, departed will be free." He went even further, and
said, "Even if a man commits a foul, sexual assault upon the virgin
Mary, he can get an indulgence if he pays the appropriate fee.” This

stirred Luther to oppose Tetzel publicly. It was not the Church or even
the Pope that Luther attacked at first, but the emmissaries who were
abusing the idea of forgiveness. Luther at first felt that the Pope
would surely side with him in the matter, and never dreamed that this
would bring a "reformation” in the church and overthrow the Pope's

power in Germany.

on October 31, 1517, Luther attached ninety-five theological statements
to the Castle Church door (like the community bulletin board) in Witten-
berg. They were soon widely copied and printed. Distribution quickly
followed, and Luther would spend the next eight years defending his

views and even his life. In 1519 Luther debated the Catholic theologian
John Eck, and in 1521 had to stand before the Holy Roman Emporer, Charles
V to defend himself at the Diet of Worms. Motivated probably by poli-
tical ambitions, Luther's own governor, Frederick the Wise had Luther
kidnapped and taken to Wartburg Castle (for his own safety), where Luther
stayed for a year. During this time he grew a beard and translated the
New Testament into German, considered by many his greatest contribution.
After hearing of certain militant excesses by his followers back in
Wittenberg (in particular, Andreas Carlstadt), Luther returned from

the Wartburg. He also debated, through the pen, with the great humanist
writer Erasmus. The topic of dispute was the question of "free will"

in which Luther maintained that man cannot will to turn to God and plays
little part in his own salvation--that man has freedom only with regard
to "things below him."

C. With His Family Not the least significant aspect of Martin Luther's
life was the relationship he sustained to his own family. In 1525, Luther
had arranged for the "escape”" in barrels of nine nuns from a convent.

He counselled and helped arrange the marriage of eight of them, but the
ninth had other ideas. Luther married Katharina Von Bora in that year

and their marriage would grow to be one of the strong points in his life.
"Katie" bore Martin six children, each of whom he loved dearly (the

second, Elizabeth, died before her first birthday). One scene is es-
pecially touching:

“eath of Magdalene Luther, September 1542 é)S‘ 3)

ay very ill, Dr Luther said: ‘I love her very much, but

« be thy will to take her, I submit to thee.” Then he said

. lay in bed: ‘Magdalene, my dear little daughter, would

.0 stay here with your father, or would you willingly go to

.¢ Pather yonder?’ She answered: ‘Darling father, as God wills’,

=



Then said he: ‘Dearest child, the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.’
Then he turned away and said: ‘I love her very much; if my flesh is so
strong, what can my spirit do? God has given no bishop so great a gift
in a thousand years as he has given me in her. I am angry with myself
that I cannot rejoice in heart and be thankful as I ough.’

Now as Magdalene lay in the agony of death, her father fell down
before the bcf on his knees and wept bitterly and prayed that God
might free her. Then she departed and fell aslecp in her father’sarms. . . .

As they laid her in the coffin he said: ‘Darling Lena, you will rise
and shine like a star, yea, like the sun. ... I am happy in spirit, but the
flesh is sorrowful and will not be content, the parting grieves me beyond
measure, . . . I have sent a saint to heaven.’ '

Smith, Life and Letters, 353 et seq.

Martin and Katie's home was a gathering place of friends and students
often, and at least ten students recorded the "Table Talk" between the
years 1531 and 1544.

IT. LUTHER'S THEOLOGY A, A Series of "Scla's"...

As Luther's theology developed after his "breakthrough," he became more
and more Pauline. He camse to emphasize the cross increasingly as the
sole means of atonement and intercession with a just God, and became

the champion of "sola fide" (faith alone), "sola gratia" (grace alone)
and "sola Scriptura" (in the Bible alone). While debating with Eck

on the issue of pPurgatory » Eck appealed to 2 Maccabees 12:45., Luther
countered with the idea that 2 Maccabees is not Scripture!

NOTE: Any time a Christian pushes justification by faith alone (sola
fide}, it will bring a response. People with either hate it and try
to repress its teaching, or they will love it, embrace it and cherish
its proclamation!

While relatively few Lutherans today hold-to the bulk of Luther's ideas,
his ideas are refreshingly evangelical! Remember though, that he lived
in a time when reforming thought was usually put down gquickly and drama-
tically, and it was not his fate to perfectly work out every area of
Biblical doctrine. The premier doctrine of Luther's teaching was
justification by faith alone. He, therefore, accepted the idea of
original sin and the separation of the sinner from God because of sin.
Other doctrinal views can be summarized as follows:

The Word of God: &7 + N'T only. Ascibed lite if amy asifpordy fo Th Gpocrypha.
S‘?‘Hyjlzj Same w/ Tames ¢ FAevefafton. .

Law and Gospel: dwelf offen on flo Aiffeunce. befevesn Thowe 2. 4
“"TNe law swdemns / flo 6:”,043%{' Tle pesrpare Tle Paewr ca
Tie low Hrrorizes[ The Compel iomfofs . Aerve ufésméu,d.f
w v peealds 95 wadlf - - reveals 65 grvce .
Church Government: , oty . — Stre episcopad some presbyf., Sore do eadlimel
htten otnd yddw_Fé;ﬂz:'ﬂé;famﬁudh¢ﬂ¢uqy«?£fdn s bl v able” chcoe
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- dispute with Zwingli (1529) A ﬁd%ﬁh,a?mhfﬂﬁmh.

The Liturgy: m% -ﬂf/‘f j;,\u 74 WJ«;&M

Corporate Missiology: , 4ovv?p&»~ Clececk o u /7oty

II.B. The Theology of the Cross. Luther dellghted in paradoxical

1I.

statements (i.e., "the blood of God"). And he taught by "polarities,"
for instance the paradox of Law and Gospel; and in the polarltles of
the "theology of glory“ and the "theology of the cross," which he
calls the "rear view of God." We can see God most clearly in the
"little, near face of Jesus Christ on the cross. Luther would say
that Reformed theology attempts to resolve the tensions that Luther
himself was satisfied to live with!

C. In Perspective...Similarities and Differences with other Reformers:

Eck had tried to tie Luther to the "heresies” of Wycliffe and Hus

of the previous century. Luther's response was basically, "If they
hold to Scripture, I don't care who you link me to!" But many re-
formers after 1517 were not executed. Zwingli died in battle in 1531
against Catholic-supported foes, but that battle was as much political
and nationalistic as it was theological. The reformation was here to
stay, and now arose the task of the reformers relating to one another.

The major reformers (Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Knox) all held to the
"sola's". They agreed on the matter of sin and the bondage of the will
(Zwingli perhaps a little less strong on this). Luther and Calvin

never met. But, as mentioned above, Luther and Zwingli met and attemp-
ted to iron out their differences. They were unsuccessful, due to their
sharp disagreement about the matter of the Lord's Table. Luther has
been characterized as the "heart" of the Reformation and Calvin as

the "brains.”

NOTE: Until the Lord returns, Christians will disagree about various
issues of doctrine. We can learn from church history about the impor-
tance and "noncompromisability" of certain issues, and the secondary
nature of others. Who can tell if Luther and Zwingli had gotten toge-
ther, that there might have been a much faster spread of the Gospel?

III. LUTHER'S LASTING SIGNIFICANCE A. In Sparking a Return to the Bible

If you knew that you would be remembered for one thlng in the year 2287,
what would you like that one thing to be? Probably for Martin Luther,'
he should be remembered most for his dogged insistence that men and
women should have their creed and daily practice governed by the Bible,
and by the Bible alone. In translating the New Testament at the Wart-
burg, and then in completing the 0ld Testament into German in 1534,
Luther effectively returned the common man toc the Bible. If you could
show it from the Scripture, he would stand with you. If you could not,
he was your foe. So inept were most of his ecclesiastical opponents

in handling Scripture, that few could really debate with him on the
grounds that he chose. Creeds, Councils and Cardinals were all subject
to the Word of God in Luther's mind.
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B. In "Modelling" Evangelical Courage, Determination, Balance...
And in Remaining Useful to the Lord, Even with Some Character
Flaws and Lingering Sin-Tendencies.

Martin Luther had an interesting personality. He would become the
champion for the Gospel (as seen at the Diet of Worms, 1521) for his
time. But he viewed himself as being very lowly {("Who am I but a
poor, stinking bag of maggots?") John Calvin was more aristocratic
than Luther and got along a little better with the nobility. Luther
was essentially proletarian in his heart (even though he supported
the brutal putting down of the Peasant's Revolt). He was a man of
deep devotion to Christ, a man of courage and strong conviction--he
was God's man for the hour.

But sometimes we forget that great men are also human. Even the best
men are fallible. Luther, though a genius, was subject to severe
attacks of depression and he was a notorious hypocondriac. He was
often crude and tactless in his dealings with men, and could be incon-
sistent in how he viewed different classes of people. We must also
admit that he wrote a number of clearly antiSemitic documents. People
either loved him or hated him--but this is often true of great leaders.

But in spite of his difficulties, Martin Luther pressed on for the Lord.
He was resolved to live for Christ, to devote himself to his family,

to teach the Word in season and out of season, and to live on even
though he was still a sinner. While we would surely not agree with
Luther on all matters of theology or ministry-practice, we do well

to acquaint ourselves with the life of this brother in Christ. There

is much to learn from studying the lives of by-gone saints, and Luther's
life offers us many lessons!

C. In the Spread of Lutheranism

Lutheranism spread primarily northward. It would be the task of the
Reformed theologians to take the Reformation to the Netherlands, to the
British Isles, and to the New World. But Luther's ideas expanded into
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland (Danish). Also, since
John Hus still had many followers in Hungary and Transylvanla, Luther's
theology became very popular there--but much of the reform in those
areas was countered and wiped out in the Catholic counter-Reformation.

But, in spite of it's growth, there were also controversies within

Lutheranism which furthered the refining process of Reformed theology.
shdied wedli. (Nt @ Witlernbesy

The Antinomian Controversy F‘ohann Agricola, 1494-1566)

A m;hnww-m lw*h%%smwk?u'}knﬁm—n&rpd«w
mmmuh Lhutn | potact T faeo, Hats, Tlo borml.

Synergistic Controversy (p.,ecois happsos W s P_"‘E’% k./ Grl
Welsrditfon  cpdstndzmf smesdlest to Yhis.

The Role of Philip Melanchton (1497-1560) (See supplemental handout, pp.7,8)
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.o .MeEnwhile in that year {(15i%) I had once again twrnmud to the task of
interpreting the Psalms, relying on the faect that I was in better iraining
for it since I had handled in the schools the epistles of St. Paul to the
Romans and Galatians, and the epiatle to the Hebrews. I had certainiy
been siezed with a wondrous eagerness to understand Paul in’ the episile
%o the Romang, but hltherto I had been held up--not by & °lack of heat in .
my heart®’s blooed’, but by one word only, in chapter i: "The righteousness
(Justitia) of God is revealed in jthe Gospsl).” For I hated this word
"righteousness of God”, which by the customary use of all the doctors I
had been taught to understend philosophically as what they call the formal
or active righteousness whersdy God is just and punishee unjust sinners. -

For my case was thist however irreproachable - my 1life as a monk, I
felt myself in the presence of God.tc be & sinner with a most uiet econ-
science, nor could I believe him to be appeased by the satisfaction I cowid
offer.: I did not love--nay, I hated. thizs just God who punishes sinners,
and if not with silent blasphemy, at least with huge murmering I was indignant
against God, as 1f it were really not enough that miserable simners, eter-
nally ruined by original sin, should bve crushed with every khfdof calamity
through the Law of the Ten Commandments, but that God through the Gospel
nust add sorrow ‘o gorrow, and even throuzh the Gospel bring His rightecud-
ness and wrath to bear on us. And so I raged with a savage and confounded
conscience; yet I knocked lmportunely 2t Paul in this place, with a parched
and burning desire tc know what he could mean. ' : -

At last, as I mediatated day and night, Go¢ showed mercy and I turned
my attention to the connection of the words, namely--"The righteousness
of God isrevealed, as it is writtens the rightecus shall live by faith",
. --and there I began %o understand that the righteousneas of God is the .
righteousness by which a’ just man lives by the gift of God, in other words
by faith, and.that what Paul means is,thig: the righteousness of God, re-
vealed in. the Gogpel, is pagsive, in other words, that by which the mer-
‘ciful God justifies us by faith...At this I felt myself straighiway born
afresh and to have entered through the open gates into paradise itself.
There and then the whole face of Seriptiure changed: I ran through the Serip-
tures as memory served, and collected the same analogy in other words... -

And now in the same degree as I had formerly hated the word “righteousnsss
of God” even 80 I did begin to love and extol it as’ the sweetest word of '
all; thus was this place in S5t. Paul the very gate of paradise. Later I
read Augustine on the **Spisit and the Letter® where bsyond all hope I found
that he also interpretis the righteousness of God in the same way, as that
in which God clothes us when he justifies us...he is satisfied that the
rightecusness of God should be taught to be that by which:. - we are justifiedt
In the gtremgthened armour of such thoughts I began my second interpretation
of the Psalms... '

From Martin Luther, by Rupp and Drewery, pp. 5-7.




Dartmouth Bible Church Neil C. Damgaard, Th.M.
M. Dartmouth, MA Lesson 5

Luthar and Melanchton

Introduction: Effective miniatry onm a public leval is rarely the work of
one man. There is usually a counterpart to a strong figure; ome more in
the background, but equally important. Most people have at least heard
the name of Martin Luther, if for no other reason than because Martin
Luther King was named after him. But few people have heard of Fhilip
Melacchton (1457-1560}). Do you have a closs friend. either in your work
or ministry, that compliments ycu?

"He who covers an offence promotes love, but whoever repeats the
matter separates close friends" (Proverbs 17:9) NIV

"A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend
who sticks closer than a brother™ (Prov.18:24)

*Two are better than one, because they have a good return for
their work: if one falls down his friend can help bhim up. But
pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! Also,
if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can
one ksep waim alone? Though one may be overpowexed, two can
defend themselves. A CORD of three strands is not quickly
brokan® {(Bocclesiastes 4:9-12)

Philip Melanchton was the son of a weapon-maker and studied in several
German universitées. He became cne of the most accomplished classical
acholarg of his time, and was appointed teacher of Greek ia the U. of
Wittenberg in 1518. He soon became enamored with Luther's teachings
and became consumed by evangslical theology. From this time onward he
becans Luther's chief helper, and it was largely due to his fame as a
scholar and teacher that the university so greatly prospered. NOTE: It
is not often that men or women of high social standing or lofty acade-
mic acheivement are saved (X Cox.l:26-29). But when they are, they can
be used of God greatly (for example Chumck Colscn, Dr. C. Evarett Koop,
C.8. Lawis, etec.)

Melanchten's Contrast With Luther: In many resepcts Melanchton was the
counterpart of Luther. Far more learned than Luther and fax more moderate
in his views, he tended to curb the extravagances of his great leadersz.
He was abie to put Luther's thoughts into consistent and intelligéble
form while he was himself inspired in his thinking and his work by the
great personality of Luther, He was yielding and cowpromising in his dis-
position and so was enabled to endure Luther's overbearing conduct and
to conciliate many whom Luther would have hopelessly alienated. There

was & great love between these two wan. Melanchton was awsd at Luther's
courage for God, and Luther sat at Melanchton's feat and learned Greek.
Philip had great loyalty to Mertin Luther. NOTE: Sometimes it takes

times of adversity to bring about the virtue of loyalty. In times of
progperity, it is easy to take on and cast off friends at zase. Their
relationship was somewhat impakred in later years of Luther because of
doctrinal differences that developed, but it was never destroyed. There
was always a great contrast in personalities. Luther was a man of war.
Melanchton was & man of peace; he was gentla and conscientiocus. iLuther
animated Melanchton; Melanchton moderated Luther. Luther said of M.,

"I am rough, boisterous, stormy and altogether warlika. I am
born to fight against innumerable monsters and devils. I must re-
move stumps and stones, cut away thistles and thorns, and clear

Hixville page 7
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the wdld foresis; but Master Philip comes along softly and gently,
sowing and watering with joy, according to the gifts God has )
abundantly bestowed on him" (from Schaff's History of the c clurch)

Melanchton was the founder of systewmized German theology (the firat
Protestant theology), not Luther, and he was the primary author of the
Augsburg Confession. But his strength was also his weakness. He was a man
of wmoderation and amiability and was always seeking compromise and peace,
as x far as his honest convictions would allcw. NOTE: Some Christians

are willing to stretch their coavictions as far as possible. Others are
Em unwilling to stretch at all. HMelaanhton oppsed the controversies
among the Protestants and Catholics and grieved over the “fury of theo-
logians." Someatimes he went toco far in his compromise.

Had Luther been without Melanchton, the torrent (of the German %
Reformation) might have overflowed its banka; when Melanchton

missed Luther, he hesitated and yielded, even when he ought

not to have yielded (D'aubigne's History of the Reformation).

NOTE: It is easy to second-guess past Christians with the benefit
of known history—-this is a pitfall in stédying history!l

Without Luther the Reformation would never have taken hold of the
common people: without Melamchton it mever would have succeeded
amony the scholars of Germany...({Schaff)

Melanchton's Theology: In later years EMild## Mslanchton modified his
position on preﬂestgﬁhtion and free-will. In the beginning he held to

the convictione of Luther, but later changed. He changed to appeasz

Rome and to find common ground with the papal system, for Rome vio-
lently opposed the doctrines of election and predestination. Melanchton
had many conferences with Reformed (Swiss) and Roman theologians.

He developed a aynergism (cooperation of the divine and human elewents

in convexsion), and went back to a more humenistic theological bent.

The Augsburg Confession mkx which is the basis of conservative evangelical
Lutheran theology was a product of Melanchtor not Luther. It becams the
aim of Melanchton to minimize tha differences bHotween Lutherans and
Catholics and on crucial points to use language so ambifuous that it could
be interpretted in a Catholic semse without excluding the Lutheran teaching.
He seems to have labored hard to eliminate any statement in the Confession
that could possible be spared that was likely to offend the Catholics.
NOTB: the Zwinglans were totally excluded from any benefits that the
Lutherans might gain by negotiations. They were basically viewed as too
radical to be included in the evangelical mainstream. ROTE: the Zwingliaans
wera no where near as radical as some anabaptists! Melanchtos meant to
show that the evangelicals were good Catholics and went so far as to draw
the remsrk from Philip of Hesse (the wost significant secular ruler on the
side of the Reformaticm), "Master Philip goes backward like a crab."

Final Note: No mattar how great a lesder, and no matter how profound a
man’s gifts, each man has blind spotskin his life. It is our duty before
the Lord to try to discover our blind spots and work on them, while ex~
ploiting those areas in which we are gifted and especially snabled by the

Lord for ministry. Hixville page 8
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§ THE NINETY-FIVE THESES, OCTOBER 1§17 19

5 The Nivety-five Theses, October 1517

1 When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said ‘Repent ..., he

meant that the whole life of believers should be one of penitence.

> The word cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of
penance, in other words of confession and satisfaction, as adminis-
tered by priests.

3 Yei he did not resizict it to inward penitence only; for inward
penitence is nothing unless it produces ontwardly the various morti-
fications of the flesh.

4 Hence aslong as hatred of self remains (i.e. true inward penitence)
the penalty of sin. remains, that is, until we enter the kingdom. of
heaven.

s  The Pope has neither the will nor the power to remit any penalties
Wn%ozm. those he has isaposed cither at his own discretion or by canon

aw.

6  The Pope can remii no guilt, bui only declare and confizra that it
has been remitted by God; or, at most, he can remit i i cases re-
served o his discrerion. To ignoie such remissions would of course
leave the guilt untouched. .

7  God never remits guilt o anyone without, at the same time,
humbling him in noSmeEmm&oz to the priest, his representative,

8 The penitential canons apply only to the living, and, according to
the canons themselves, none applies to the dying.

¢  Accordingly, the Holy Spiric does well for us through the Pope,
by always making excepiion in his deciees of cases of imminent
death or necessity.

ro It is ignorant and wrong for priests to reserve for the dying che
canonical penalties in purgatory.

131 When canonical penalties were changed into penance in purga-
tory, the bishops must have been asleep while tares were being sown.

12 In formoer days, canonical pevaliies were imposed not after bue
before absolution, as evidence of true comerition.

13 The dying will pay all theix debts by theic death; and. they are
already dead 1o the canon laws and free from their jurisdicrion.

14 Defective spititual health or love in a dying man roust needs bring
with it a great fear, and the greater the deficiency the greater the
fear.

15 This fear and horror is sufficient in. itself (to pass over ali else) to

noﬁnwﬁn%nvnbmr%ommﬁm»ﬂow%.mEnn_._nnanmﬁ..ﬂwunmm%n
horror of despair. ,

r_cc(m_@.\m \h st Jetter

5 To Katherine, 14 February 1546

Luther's last leter to his wife is preserved in the room in which he died in

Fisleben, He preached for the Jast time op Matthew x11:2 exhorting the people

to clcave to the Lord and Master, who calls the weak and weary 0 himself, X
could say much more, but am weak, so will leave it alone,” he concluded.

Luther died on. 18 February.

i i

To my dear kind wife, Katherine Luther, at Wittenberg. Grace pu.m
peace in the Lord! Dear Katc - We hope to return home this week, if
God will. God has richly manifested his grace towards us here, for the
lords through their Council, have arranged everything, except two or
three things, one of which is that the two brothers, Counts Gebhardt
and Albrecht, should again become brothers, which I shall :_M to ac-
complish today, through inviting them to be my guests — so that they
may converse with one another, for till now they have been dumb,
embittering each other with letters. =

In other respects the young gentlemen have been very happy, riding
out together on sledges with the tinkling of fools ‘bells, the young
ladies accompanying them, all joking and in high spirits, Count Geb-
hardt’s son being among the number.

From this one may sce that God is the hearer of prayer.

I send you some trout, which the Countess Albrecht has sent me. She
is delighted with the reconciliation. Your sons are still at Mansfeld.
Jacob Luther will see well to them. We are provided with meat and
drink like lords, and have every attention paid us - indeed too Ec.n_._.
so that we might forget you at Wittenberg. I'am very well. g

But Dr Jonas's leg khas been very bad, holes appearing 1n the skin,
bt God will ielp. You soay show this to Magister Philip, Dx wognm
and Dr Crugiger! It is seported here that Dir Maxtin has been mn»"nrn
away by the devil. The gepori comes from Leipzig and Magdeburg.
It iz the invengion of these wiscacres, yOur countrymen.

Some declare that the Emperor is thirty miles from here, unrwommn mn
Westphalia; others that the French are enlisting recruits, and the Land-

mnmw“wn NWWO#.: say and sing, chat we shall wait and sec what God will do.

I commend you to God.

MaRrTIN LUTHER
Carrie, 474 €t seq-
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First Christian Church Neil C. Damgaard, Th.M.
of Hixville June 21, 1987 Lesson 3

ULRICH ZWINGLI, the ANABAPTISTS and the HUGUENOTS

Introduction: Zwingli is a Reformer about which little has been
heard. But his impact on the Reformation was not insignificant, and

in some ways at least, we trace back c¢loser to him than to Luther or
John Calvin. He was not strictly an anabaptist, but more in their
direction (even though he was associated with some persecution of them. )
He longed after unity among the Reforming parties and did attempt it
with the Lutherans. POINT: Almost all the Reformers were our brothers
and it is profitable to look upon their lives (since we have the advan-
tage to do s0) with the same charity that we afford one another here in
1987. Honest historical inguiry will uncover flaws in thinking, theo-
logy and character, as well as victories enjoyed for the cause of
Christ. But historical inquiry is never a license for a judging heart
or arrogance on the part of the student. Zwingli, Calvin, Luther, EKnox
and all the others were sinners--most quite willing to divulge just how
much so!

Toriight we will give a general overview of the impact of the first
"Reformed" Reformer, Zwingli, as well as an introduction to the
Anabaptists, and the French Huguenots.

rd If you were going to be remembered 400 yYears from now for something
SPECIFIC, related to the Christian life, what would you like it to be?

I. ULRICH (Huldrych) ZWINGLI

Zwingli was the son of a SWISS village magistrate and was born in 1484,
in the same year as Martin Luther. He had a thorough education, and
typical of the educated of his day, Zwingli became acquainted with the
Renaissance humanism and it's control of the Christian theology of
the times. He was educated in,

a. Bpol c. Vinpa (oot Arihit, )
b. B d. frelt

In 1506, he was ordained a priest in Glarus, (a Canton [Swiss state] and
a town), and in 1516 went to Einsieden where he ministered until 1519.
The chief issues he faced at this time were, (

o a0 partee |
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- His Early Ministry in Zurich (1519- -1522)
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1. The word "anabaptist" fieans one who insists that only those who are
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THE LIFE AND INFLUENCE OF JOHN CALVIN

Introduction More so even than Martin Luther, John Calvin was and is a
man whom historians in the worild either love or hate. While leading a
relatively short life (_{%27 +to /[5C¥ ; 55 years), Calvin had more of
an impact on Protestant thinking than any other Reformer, and a good
part of denominational development UP TO TODAY can be traced to him, or
to reacting against his theological emphases. He was

a (4%0/&4/ ‘ a M R
a _ prrpefon. . an_euzs Sl .
an__pohtnmiishahn a _{getle .

and a Qﬂhaii?é;u—

Strangely, few people have really read his written works, even among his
critics. What men have said ABOUT him is interesting, for instance. His
most ardent enemy was Pope Pius IV who said: :

' The Strength of that heretic cdnsisted in this, that money never
had the slightest charm for him. If I had such servants, my king-
dom would extend from sea to sea.

Calvin's dearest friend, Theodore Beza, said of him:

The thing to be wondered at is that a single man, as if he had been
kind of a Christian Hercules, should have been able to subdue so
many monsters, and this by that mightiest of all clubs, the Word

- of God.

REMEMBER: The sixteenth century was a weird time, with lots of unrest

and confusion. It was a time UNfamiliar with the inherent stability of
environment that we enjoy. Passions for and against causes, and loyal-
ties for various leaders were VErY pronounced!

The first ten years of Calvin's ministry were the last ten years of
Luther's, but the twe never met personally. The Reformation had bogged
down in Germany and Switzerland and Calvin emerged as a new personality
and force, which got the engine moving again. ¢Cod used a Luther to
‘ignite the Reformation and he used a Calvin to pull it together as a
mighty force for God. Above all, Calvin was a theologian, and he was
able to systemize the Reformed faith so that average people could under-
stand it. He was greatly loved by many of his contemporary Protestants,
even when they could not agree with himn. He practiced what he preached,
and was a spiritual man. He 4did not have the glaring weaknesses in
character that Luther or Zwingli may have shown. Even Hubmaier, the
Anabaptist, and Calvin shared a warm affection for each other, although
Calvin had little tolerance for Anabaptist church principles.



Calvin's Early Days Jehn Calvin was the 2nd of 5 sons, born to Gerard
Cauvin in _MNOYsN . NE France on July 10, 1509 {(Luther was 27 at the
time). He was educated among the nobility and had "good"” family connec-—
tions. He opened his studies in training for the ministry, then,
obtained his law degree, before returning to an itinerant religious
ministry. He was at this time a devout Catholic of unblemished charac-
ter, and defended Catholicism against Lutheranism in his earliest days.
Calvin says his conversion was sudden, through private study of the
Word, because he failed to find peace in absolutions, penances, and the
intercessions of the church. But, the date of his conversion is
uncertain. He trusted Christ sometime between 1533 and 1537. He wrote
in his commentary on the Psalms:

By a sudden conversion, God subdued and reduced to docility my
soul, which was more hardened against such things than one could
expect of my youthful years. Like a flash of light, I realized
in what an abyss of errors, in what chaos, I was.

After his conversion, Calvin slowly broke with the Catholic Chureh and
was imprisoned several times for his evangelical views. It was not long
before he became the recognized leader of the evangelical church in
France. NOTE: He could have lost his life early when he saw a fellow
evangelical have his tongue cut out and then burned at the stake. Calvin
made a move towards the scaffold, but several other evangelicals dragged
him away.
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GENEVA!

Calvin died on May 27, 1564 at the age of 55. To many since his time
Calvin has been the epitome of rigor and cheerlessness in this 1life.
They feel that he was a legalist who would exclude all joy from the
Christian life, and would make it an unyielding bondage. Yet if one
really studies his written works and his life, this is not the case. He
was intense in his service of the Lord Jesus Christ, but he was also
very human as is revealed in his still-existing letters.

The INFLUENCE of Calvin Using all his undoubted gifts, Calvin laid
the groundwork for much of the Protestantism of the next four centuries.
But his influence extended far beyond the borders of the Church, as it
did beyond the confines of Geneva, for many of his ideas in politices,
aesthetics, science and history became so interwoven in Western thought
that we should recognize him as "one of the great seminal minds" (W.S.
‘Reid)--a major formative influence in the development of modern Western
culture and civilization.

Calvinism - A simple definition:

A L ONGEUR definition:

Page 3



a B+

o

I

P

Calvinism is more than an expression of Soterilogy (the doctrine of
salvation):
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Johw Calvin
An Introduction

Introdection: Moraso even than Martin luther, John Calvin was and is a
wan waom historiang in the world either love or habe. While leading &
relatively short life (1503-1564; 55 yauss), Calvin has had more of an
impact on Protestant thinking than any other Heformer, and a good paxt
of Protestant denominational developument up to today can be traced in
reaction to his theological emphases. Hz was a scholar, a theeclogian,
a teachsr, a preacher, an evangelist, an adwministrator and a isader.
Strangely, few pecople have realily vead his writhen works, even among
hiz critics. What san have sald AB0UT him iz interesting: his most
ardsnt ensmy wasg Fops Pius IV whe said:

The strangth of that hereiic coneisted in this, that nmoney never had
the slightest charm for him. If I had zuch servents, my kingdom would
axtend from zes tO sos,

Calvin'e desrsgst friend, Theodore Bera, said of bhime

The thing to wondered at is that a sicgle man, as if he had been kind
of a Christlan Hercuies, zhould have been able to subdue so papy non-
sters, and this by that mightisat of 11 ¢lubsg, the Word of CGod.

The first ten years of Calvin's ki ministry were the waslt ten vears of
Luther*s, although the (wo never met personaliy. The Reformetion in Gere
many and Switzeriland kad bhogged down and 2 new perscvmal force was neaded.
God uased a Tuther €0 igniie the Reformation and He uesd a Calvin to pull

it togathsy ae & wighty force for Cod. Abova all, Calvin was a theologlan,
and wag akla t0 systanmize the hefcrmad folth & so people could vnderstand it.
Alec, ke wes greatly loved by many of his contemporavy Protestanis, sven
whes they could not agree with him, He practiced what be preached, and

was & spiritual man. He did not have the giaring weaknesses in character
thet Lather and Zwiagli had. Bven Hubmaier, the Anabaptist, and Calvin had

@ weim affection for euek jwesothey, but conld not egres on churash principles.

Calvin’s Zarly Days: Calvin was born July 10 in ¥oven, a little town in
norinern France, neay Paris. #s wes educated swong nobility and had good
Zemily connections. Hs opened hils atudles in law, but had no taste For it and
turned to theology. He was at this time & devont Cathollie of undlamished
charactayr, and defended Catholicism agasinst Lutheranism wlith a fervor.

Calvin says his conversion was sudden, through private study of the Word,
heceuse bhe failed to find peace in absolutions, penances, and the inter-
cessions of the churck. He suid, im his cowmeniary on the Psalma.

By & sudden conversion, God subdusd and reduced to docility my soul,
which wae more bhardemed agziast such things thon one could sxpact of
my zouthful vears, Like a flash of light, I realized in what an abvss
of erzorz, in what CHaons, I was,

Calvin was saved sometime in the vears 1332 or 1533 (at 23 or 24 YRAL S

of &g2). Yz brceke with the Romsan Church snd was thrown into prison several
timee for his evangeliceal views. Ho bacame thoe head of the avangalical pargy
in France less than a year £ after his conversion. NOTE: Calvin could bhave
lost hiz life early when he saw a fellow evangiizal bave his tongue out

out apd then burned at the stake. Calvin made o move Lowande the seaffelid
but several other evangelicals dreagged him away.
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Calvin was forped to leave Pavis when Nicolas Cop, the recior of the 4.

of Paris, gave the inaungural cratios on All Ssint's Day. Thiz oration

had been prepaved by Calvin, and was a ples for Reformation on the basis
of the N.T. The French Parliament regarded this oration as a2 mapifesto
of war upon the Roman Catholic Church and condemned it to the flaues.

Cop £lad to Basel, Switzerland. Cakvin, the zeal aunthor of the mischief,
ascaped from Paris by beieg let down from & roowm by means of sheels and
epcaped in the gark of a vine-dresser with & hoe on his shoulder. At Least
a vear of & wandering followed as Calvin fled from city to ¢ity. As he
travelled, he had a heart for shaving the Gospel and it is estimated

tpat in his iife ha storted over & 250 lowal churches. During this period
calvin encountersd wany freethiankers whoe opposed the church, and won 2ome
for Christ. Bul thers was on2 Libertine vhom he could not convince aad
that was Michael Servetus. Serveitus challended Calvin to & dehate and
Caivin accepted with great risk to hiz own life. Bervetus never showsd up.
Twenty vears Later in Geneva, Servehus was birned as 4 hercetie,

The Instituiss of the Chxiastian Religion {31536)

in Bagel, Calvin had time to formuléts his theology hased upon ths Bible
along. At the age of 25 he published his firsi edition of the Inztitutes.
This work hecame the grestest sxposition of evangalical truth to come oub
c¢f the Reformation. It threw fear and sonfhsion into the Catholisz chureh
and greatly unified the Proltestant movement. The Institutas were revided
five timsg in hiz life and were translated into nmost of the languages of
the westsin world. The central theme of the Institutes is the soversigniy
of a gracious God., Surpyvisingly, sredestimation Ls really dealt with in
only one small section. Calvin ssemed more intent on showing that the
Bible should be the zele rule of falith znd vractive for Christiznsg, and
at how the church should be set up.

Discussion: Christians helleve that God Ifurnishes then with all good
things o enjoy. In developing this keiief, Calvin teught that things
should be used and enjoyed in 2 monwer thet assists one in iiving for God
and loving his neighbor. Weclth and yroperty ame thuz msang and not ands,
Do Christians tcday still bslisve this? T

Czlivin sald, "The truely reformed church should continuvally be reforming
itaelf?® ¥What might this mean, and is it being done today’d
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John Calvia
tinuad)

Introdugtion: Before leaving Pramce for geood, Clavin. made ong last txlip
Eheré to take care of his faully estate. On the return trip he iatendud
to wove to either basel or Stvassburg, Switzerland. The direct rocte to
Streszburg was closed bacause Charles V and Francss I were at War, so
Calvin was forced to go through Geneva, Switzerland, where he intended
to stop only for a night. Calvin's presence was immediately mzde & kaown
to Guillaume Parel (1€89-1565), the Genevan Reformer who instinctively
folv that Calvin was the man to save and complete the Reformaticn in
Gensva. Calvin was very reluctant to take the position and pleaded that
he was too young, tno0 inexparienced, and that he needed further study
and that his natural timidity and shyness made him unfit for public ,
action. FParel threatened him with a supposed curae from God if he pra-
ferred his studies to the work of the Loxd, and his own interests to the
cauge of Christ, and said to Calvin, o _

You ara councerned about your rest and your pmvsonal interests...
Therefore I proclaim to you in the name of Almighty God whoze
conmand you dafy: ¥pon your work there shall rest no blessing...l
Therefors, let God ddamm youwr m rest, let Rim damn youxr workl

Calvin was terxified and shaken by these words of Farel and accepted the
call to the minietry as teacher and pastor of the evangelical chutch of
Geneva. His reply to Farel was,“I cbey God." : When this happaned
in 1536, was Farel right or wrone in his approach? Can coe ever be sc
sure of his position goncerning God’s will in matters o atgempt to
invcke a curse--is this Biblical?

The po;nalatioa 6f Genova was not yét ready for Calvin though, and they
@xpelied Calvin AND Farel in 1538, Thet ysar was one of the hardest in
Calvin's l;i.f_a_bmause of the opposition he received, and ha wrote of it,

"wWere I to tell you only the iittleat things of the misforéune~-
what am I sayingii??--0f the adversity whick virtuwally crushed
us during the course of ons year, yo4 -would hardly believe ne,
I am convinced that not a day passed in which T did not loag
Zoxr death ten times,..®

This vas & very discouraging time for Calvin, but thiz rejection was in
the providence of God for him apd he did survive it. After the axpulsion,
he went to Strassburg, Germany. He needed: time to think. He was realizing
how sasy it was to tesr down the Roman church, bat how difficwdt it was

to replace it with something positive. He gave much thought to chuxch
organigation and to the structuring of people. HOTE: Soma stryucture in
Christian fellowships is always necessszry-~the trick is to have an afdcow
tive, Biblical oxganization which is at the same time alive and vital!

and functioning! In this time Calvin bacame closely allied with the
Lutheran Church, in Luther®s last years. But he was unfnavorably Ampressed
with the lLuthexan movement's lack of discipline and tBe dependante of the
clergy on secular rulexs. Bui Calvin followed the Gexman Reformation
with great ipterest all the days of his iife, and kept up a steady corresd
pondence with Philip selanchton. Cod was preparing Calvin for big things
although to him, at this point, his ministry must have sesmod ineffective.

It was dux.i.ngthis time that Calvin married Ideletts de Buren, the widow
of Jean Stordeur, the Belglan. whsn the Stordeurs came to Shrassburg,
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they wers Anabaptists, and opposed the Reformed view with a passion. It
vas through Calvin's exposition of the Scriptures that they were won over
o Reformed thinking. Jean Stordeur died and Calwin preached his funeral.
In 1549, Calvin married Idelette de Buren, who had £wo children by her
former husband. They had nine vearg of happy marriage before she became
sick and died. She was weak in body but stréng in faith and on her death-
bed exclaiwed, "0 glorious xesuxrrection! God of Abraham amd all patyg-
arohs,...I trustl® NOTE: Those who teach today that God does not want
Any believer to be sick, even in his permissive will, and that if they
would trust God to heal them (applied more faith), He would. ..simply

are igngorant of the fact that the saifits have been dfing for thousands
of years WITH CHRIST, and with GREAT FAITH! It takes more faith %o die
for Christ, then it does tO trust Him to heal an illness!

GENPVA ACAIN??IR

in Calvin®s skbzence, matters deteriorated sadly in Ceneva. Calvin had
wented a church 2ad a city zrulad by Christlan law. Amid great rejoicing
Calvin entored Gemeva a second time on September i3, 1541. Upon this
raturn, Calvin drew up a Church drdex, a set of rules for goveraing the
church. It was based on the tesching of Seripture that Christ has ordained
four offices in the church: pastors, teachers or professors, elders and
dascons. -The cornerstone of Calvins's foxm of chureh governzent was the
office of elder. Pastor’s were to preach and to exhort the people;
elders were men of unusual stamina and spiritual insight who supervised
the people, visited and agsisted the pastors; and deacoms were general
servers., Calvia alsc put great ewphasis on Christian education. He set
up schools to better educate the pecple, and established the Academy of
Geneva, the first Protestant Univevsity. John Knox trainsd under Calvin,
and became the Reformer in Scotland. For The next 24 years Calvin labored
in Geneva to bring about an offective reform in that elty and all over
Eurcpe as more and wore Reformed churchas were forming. Apart from the
“Institutes,” Qalvin also had many other writings. He wrote commentariea
on every book of the New Testament (and many of the 0ld), but said that
the Book of the Revelation remained a mystery to him. NOTE: Without a
premillenial system of intexpresation, the Revelation is axtremely dAiffi~
cult to undartand. Arminius, the originator of a theology opposed to
that of Calvin's system, gives a relatively wbiased opinion of Calvia's

works:

*Hext to the Btudy of the Scriptures, I sxhort my pupils to pursus
Calvin’s commentaries, which I extol...for I affirm that he exceals
beyond compariscn in the interpretaion of Scripture...sc that I
acknowledge g him to have possessed above most others, as rather
above all men, what may be called an eminent glift of prophecy.”

He had a thorough knowledge of Greek, Rebrew and Latin, and through the
printed page he supplied the Protestants with much amsunition to £ight

the Roman Chumch. %e mugt remewber that during the Reformation, Christians
could not affcrd to hedge on theological differneces with ths Roman Church.
Thye were not the friemnds of the Protestante, and did much to stomp out
thair movement. Again, though, the Protestants were not immune from wrong
thinking or intolerance either. It is mot easy to decide where along the
theological line you will stand, and where you will separate. In general,
for Calvin at least, it was always in his mind that kindness in his life
was a reflection of God's kindness, and he put in his last will and testa-
ment that *1f it were not for BIS t and infinite kindneszz, all the
affection that I bave had would only be smoke.® cCalvin died in 1564 at 55.
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Strassburg. Calvin gladly accepted this
invitation. It brought him to the city
where he had been so eager to go in the
first place.

After the eighteen months of struggle
and conflict in Geneva, Calvin enjoyed
three years of peace in Strassburg. Here
he married Idelette van Buren, 2 woman
from the southern Netherlands. In this
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John Calvin lived here at what is now
No. 11 Rue Jean Calvin until his death
in 1564
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THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND

Introducticn From one angle, The English Crown

the study of the Reformation of years reign
the church in England takes a

very different course than that 38 Henry VIII 1509-1547
cf the church on the European 6 Edward VI 1547-1553
continent. England, Scotland 5 Mary Tudor 1553-1558
and Ireland are islands, and {"Bloody Mary")

in those days were more isolated 45 Elizabeth I 1558-1603
and "insulated" from happenings 22 *James I {KJV) 1603-1625
on the continent. Also, from their 24 Charles T 1625-1649
Anglo-Saxon and Celtic blood-lines, 9 The "Protec-

the English and Scots were very torate” of 1649-1658
protective of their autonomy and Oliver Cromwell
sovereignty from powers on the Con- 15 Charles II 1660-16856
tinent. In general, English history 3 James IT 1685-1688
is a study of a people always trying 13 William & Mary '89-1702
free themselves from cone form or

another of continental influence and * American colonies founded

tyranny——all the way up through the

Second World War. The Reformation in England began officially as an act
of state in 1534 when King Henry VIII severed ecclesiastical and politi-
cal connections with Rome. But the work of reform began earlier, and
the causes of the English Reformation, in addition to Henry's marital
problems, were several:

A. John Wycliff(e) {(c. 1329-1384) & the "Lollards"
B. The early "humanists" {(John Colet, Erasmus, Thomas More)

C. The publication of English Bibkles

1. William TYNDALE (1494-1536)

2. Miles COVERDALE (1488-1569)

3. "Matthew's Bible" (1537)---—-the first English authorized
version of the Bible. It was made up of Tyndale's Gen.-
Chronicles; Coverdale's Ezra-Malachi + the Apocrypha; and
Tyndale's 1535 New Testament. But its use in the churches
was prohibited, despite its royal license!

D. The writings of Luther
E. The marital problems of Henry VIII

F. The work of the Spirit of God

gl



The Progress of the English Reformation

A.

Under King Henry VIII

1.

His abilities

Came to the throne at 18 (1509)

Athletic: equal to any in archery and wrestling, out-
standing in the joust, fine tennis player
and he was tireless at the hunt.

Musical: sang and played many instruments: wrote 2 masses.

Food: loved to eat, as the latter pictures of him show!

Intellect: originally was headed for an ecclesiastical ca-
reer. Sir Thomas More said, "His learning is
more than any English monarch ever possessed
before him."

His "chancellor"

Thomas Wolsey was a cardinal and chancellor {(the chief
administrative officer). One historian estimated that he
received 1/3 of all the ecclesiastical revenues of England.
Wolsey had tried to become Pope, but failed.

The English church

Until the reign of Henry VIII, the English church was
still almost completely Roman Catholic. It owned 1/5
{(20%) of all property in England. The clergy was not
very popular, in general, because it was very corrupt.
Heresy trials were on the increase.

Henry read Luther in 1521 and immediately wrote An Asser-—
tion of the Seven Sacraments Against Martin Luther, for
which Pope Leo X named him "Defensor Fidei", (Defender

of the Faith). Then Luther shot back, "...that lubberly
ass...that frantic madman...that king of lies, King Heinz,
by God's disgrace, King of England...since with malice
aforethought that damnable and rotten worm has lied
against my king in heaven it is right for me to..."
Needless to say, Lutheranism was not much tolerated in
England after this!

The influence of the universities of Oxford & Cambridge
was felt too. By 1521 Oxford "rebels" were regularly
imperting news of German developments. Cambridge U. har-
bored Tyndale, Coverdale, the dissident bishops Latimer,
Ridley, Cranmer and others.

Henry's Marriage
Catherine of Aragon was married to Henry's brother Arthur

in 1501. He died in 1502. Henry's father felt that the
Spanish alliance was so important that Henry was chosen.
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Canon law forbade the marriage but Pope Julius II granted

a dispensation in Dec. 1503 on the ground that Arthur and
his bride never lived together. Catherine was five years
older than Henry. They married in 1509 and had five chil-
dren, but all died in infancy except Mary (b.1516}. 2 male
heir was needed to carry on Henry's Tudor line.

Anne Boleyn came along and Henry fell for her, and wanted
to marry her. He decided he would need an annulment from
the Pope. But, they had lived together for 17 yvears!
Henry said his conscience troubled him (he was good at
quoting Scriptures to his own purposes), and that God was
not pleased with his marriage to Catherine since there
had been no male heir...Pope Clement VII was under the
control of the Holy Roman Emporer Charles V (who was a

a nephew of Catherine! The Pope would not grant the an-
nulment, so Henry married Anne anyway (1533}, who was four
months pregnant with Elizabeth. Mary was declared a bas-
tard-child and Catherine was sent away to various exiles.
She grew very ill in late 1535, and feeling her end was
near, she dictated the following letter to Henry:

My most dear Lord, King and Huskand: The hour
of my death is now approaching, I cannot chose
but, out of the love I bear you, advise you of
your soul's health. You have cast me into many
calamities and yourself into many troubles; but

I forgive you all, and pray God to do likewise.

I commend unto you Mary, our daughter, beseeching
you to be a good father to her. Lastly, I make
this vow, that mine eyes desire you above all
things. :

Henry was moved, and even shed tears, but did not change.
Catherine died on 7 January 1536.

The legal acts

a. Submission of the clergy., 1532
b. Restraint on appeals sent to Rome, 1533
c. The Dispensations Act of 1534 gave Henry even

more power, and The Supremacy Act of the same year
made the King the supreme head of the church of
England, now called "The Ecclesia Anglica."

d. In the Act of Succession (1534) Henry declared
Mary ineligible to succeed him and named Elizabeth
successor.

Persecution of Protestant critics of Henry's still-Cath-
olic theology was carried out vigorously. Also, in res-
ponse to his Catholic critics, he closed 578 monasteries
the money was taken for the crown. He did permit some

use of Coverdale's Bible. Henry published The Six Articles
in 1539 which stressed basic Catholic theology.
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3. Anne Boleyn was beheaded on May 19, 1536 after Henry
accused her of adultery with five different men. Then he
married Jane Seymour, who bore him a son, Edward--but Jane
died 12 days later. Elizabeth was now declared a bastard.
Henry married three more times, and ultimately wanted to
be buried next to Jane Seymour.

SUMMARY: Henry VIII sought to keep the ©ld Catholic faith, but
to replace the papacy with the crown. He broke the power of
the Roman church in England which led to many changes. But the
moral aspects of Henry as head of the church were bad! His
moral hallmarks were lust, brutality, greed and gluttony {(once
he ate for seven hours straight!)

B. Under Edward VI.

He came to the throne at 10, and was educated by Arch-

bishop Cranmer, an ardent and reforming Protestant. Many

continental reformed ideas came over in his brief reign.

The first Book of Common Prayer was produced in 1548, and

Parliament adopted it. Catholicism was satirized openly

and heartlessly. While only two heretics/Catholics were

burned, many were imprisoned. Edward, who was sickly,

died on 6 July, 1553,

cC. Under Mary Tudor (1553-1558)

1. The daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine came to rule at
the age of 37. She was the victim of a bad past and poor
health, but she had a devout Catholic faith, with a Spa-
nish fervor.

2. First, she had the Mass restored for her private use, and
then in 1554 had it restored publicly. Protestant here-
sies were again declared illegal. 300 Protestants were
killed under her reign, and she was given the name "Bloody
Mary." She married Philip, son of Charles V of Spain, but
was unable to have a child.

3. In September, 1555 Cranmer (66}, Ridley (65) and Latimer
(80) were brought to trial and condemned. Just before
they were torched, Latimer said to Ridley, "Be of good
cheer, Master Ridley--play the man; we shall this day
light such a candle by God's grace, in England, as I trust
shall never be put out.”

D. Under Elizabeth I (by Henry VIII and Anne Bolevn)

b She knew French, Italian, Latin, Greek and was very famil-
iar with the tenets of Protestant theology. She was offi-
cially Protestant although 2/3 - 3/4 of the country was
still Catholic.



In 1559 she introduced The Act of Supremacy which made her
administrative governor rather than legislative head of
the church of England. Also, that same year, she passed
through The Act of Uniformity, which established the Book
of Common Prayer as the legal means of worship. Between
1563-66 The Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England
were established. They asserted predestination and repro-
bation, justification by faith, and a spiritual presence
in the Lord's Supper. 1In short, there existed a Calvinis-
tic theology, a Catholie liturgy and an Arminian clergy!
Elizabeth was adamant that there would be unity and con-
formity under her reign, and she tolerated little dissen-
tion either from Catholics or from radical Protestants.

By 1564 there was a group of people who had come to be
derisively called "Puritans"--as people who wanted a bibli-
cally pure practice. This was the beginning of English
Presbyterian, led by Thomas Cartwright of Cambridge, who
had been at Geneva. The early Puritans called for:

a. No required Episcopal ritual for worship
b. Popular election of ministers

C. No kneeling for communion

d. No altar, just a table

e. No recited prayers

£. No state control of the church

In 1570 the Pope issued a "bull" against Elizabeth, and
called on France and Spain to carry it out. The Spanish
Armada sailed in 1588.

E. Under James I (1602-1625)

1.

Elizabeth was the last of the Tudors. James VI of Scot-
land was the beginning of the Stuarts, and he became ruler
of "the United Kingdom". He was reared in Presbyterian
Scotland, but his mother was Catholic. The Anglicans hoped
he would preserve the Episcopacy...

In 1604, following the presentation of a petition by the
Puritans, James agreed to the suggestion of a conference
between representatives of the Anglican bishops and the
Puritans (whom he continually confused with the Presbyte-
rians). He decided to be the chairman, and the Hampton
Court Conference lasted four days. As a concegsion to the
Puritans, James allowed the translation of a new Bible
(The King James Version of 1611), which from a linguistic
standpoint was about 90% from the Tyndale Bible!
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3. In 1607 the English Colony in Virginia (named after the
Virgin Queen, Elizabeth) was founded. It was strictly
Anglican as far as religion goes. 1In 1620 the pilgrims
left for Virginia, but ended up in Massachusetts.

F. Under Charles I (1625-1649)

1. He was a strong "royalist" in church matters, and his
Archbishop Laud wanted a Catholic Church of England.
In this time there was a great migration to America,
mainly by evangelicals. 1In 1627 the Puritans set up the
Massachusetts Bay colony (Boston), and many of the sur-
rounding towns were founded by strong Christian people.
(NOTE: the town of Dedham was especially noteworthy as
as early Christian "¢ivil experiment").

2. Civil War broke out in Scotland and in England, and in
1649 Charles was beheaded (to the anger even of some evan-
gelicals, who believed that even if he IS a creep, he's
still our Ring).

e o In 1643 The Westminster Confession of Faith and the
Shorter and Longer Catechisms were written.

G. Under "The Protectorate" of Oliver Cromwell {1649-58)

During these short years, Cromwell functioned as if King, even
though no one wore the crown. In the last yYears of Charles and
during Cromwell's Protectorate, there arose a great "plurali-
zation" within Protestantism. Cromwell styled himself an "in-
dependent"” and in these years arose the first "Baptists™ and
"Congregationalists." They saw themselves as totally reformed
and returned to pure New Testament practices...

One student of Church History noted, "Episcopacy is 1/3 re-
formed, Presbyterianism is 2/3 reformed, Congregationalism

is 90% reformed..and the Baptists are totally reformed!" (He
was a baptist).

Conclusion: Much of early American church history can be traced to
what happened in the British Isles in the 1500's and 1600's. Protestant
theology was refined and strengthened and new ideas in church-life were
developed. While the Catholic Church preserved for us the Scriptures
and some important doctrines (primarily related to the contrasting na-
tures of God and man}, a return to the Bible as the sole infallible au-
thority for Christians was inevitable--especially as the old Church lost
more and more of the "primitive" zeal for a purely Scriptural worship.

Questions: a.) Is the wearing of special clothing by ministers of the
Gospel wrong? b.) What does the phrase "separation of church and state
mean? c¢.} The First Christian Church of Hixville, Dartmouth Bible
Church, Mullein Hill Church, Calvary Bible Church, and Crossroads Bible
Chapel are all "independent" churches. How do you feel about this?

d.) Is there any value in learning creeds and confessions (doctrinal
statements) ?
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I. THE ANABAPTISTS (1523 and after) -
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1.  The word "anabaptist" means one who insists that only those who are
©ld enough to understand the meanlng of faith and repentance should be
baptized. Hence, for many, a "re-baptism" was necessary, since they
rejected the validity of infant baptism. They were also known by their

contemporaries as,
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ﬁaakdﬁﬂ v};u+2#& %}

Anabaptist’Refdrmers and their followers spread in several areas of
Europe:

i
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a. Switzerland (Zurich: Conrad Grebel and Felix Manz)
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b. South Germany (Balthasar Hubmaier and Hans Denck)

€. Moravia (the Hutterites). : .
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d. The Netherlands and Northern Germany {the Mennonites)
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Lecture 1, Page 5

2. Their BELIEFS (with some variation)

a. Scripture's sole authority

b. Strict literal interpretation

¢. The Church is the "gathered group"
d. Believer's baptism

2. Separation of church and state

f. Non-resistance

g. Stress on discipline
h. Also (but not universally):
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ITIT. The FRENCH HUGUENOTS
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£

The term "Huguenot" is a nickname for the French followers of John
Calvin (who himself was born in France). The origin of the term
"Huguenot" is uncertain, possibly a corruption of the German term
Eidgenossen, "Confederates.® By the 1540s, Calvinism was spreading
rapidly in France. The Huguenots history is basically one of perse-~
cution by French ecclesiastical and civil authority (usually NOT sepa-

rated}.
[ofree b Do Fured ounths (Lt

IV. CONCLUSIONS The more one studies the Reformation, the more one
can see the complexities of those times. In addition to the growing
disillusionment with the Established Church, Renaissance-sparked ideas
and growing economic independence brought sweeping changes to the feudal
structure of medieval Europe. The Christian must recognize that a
return to Biblical authority was not the only factor of the

Reformation. But we can also see that a sovereign and gracious God is
not detached from history, ancient OR modern. 2And, even though the
Reformers had their own weaknesses, God used them mightily!
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THE GENIUS OF THE SWISS REFORMATION COMPARED WITH THE GERMAN
by Philip Schaff

Protestantism gives larger scope to individual and national freedom and variety of
development than Romanism, which demands uniformity in doctrine, discipline, and worship.
It has no visible centre or headship, and consists of a number of separate and indepen-
dent organizations under the invisible headship of Christ. It is one flock, but in many
folds. Variety in unity and unity in variety are the law of God in nature and history.
Protestantism so far has fully developed variety, but not yet realized unity.

The two original branches of evangelical Christendom are the Lutheran and the Re-
formed Confessions. They are as much alike and as much distinct as the Greek and the
Roman branches of Catholicism, which rest on the national bases of philosophical Greece
and political Rome. They are equally evangelical, and admit of an organic union, which
has actually been effected in Prussia and other parts of Germany since the third anni-
versary of the Reformation in 1817. Their differences are theological rather than re-
ligious; they affect the intellectual conception, but not the heart and soul of piety.
The only serious doctrinal difference which divided Luther and Iwingli at Marburg was
the mode of the real presence in the eucharist; as the double procession of the Holy
Spirit was for centuries the only doctrinal difference between the Greek and Roman
Churches. But other differences of government, discipline, worship, and practice devel-
oped themselves in the course of time, and overshadowed the theological Tines of separa-
tion. '

The Lutheran family embraces the churches which bear the name of Luther and accept
the Augsburg Confession; the Reformed family (using the term Reformed in its historic
and general sense) comprehends the churches which trace their origin directly or indi-
rectly to the labors of Zwingli and Calvin. In England the second or Puritan Reformation
gave birth to a number of new denominations, which, after the Toleration Act of 1689,
were organized into distinct Churches. In the eighteenth century arose the Wesleyan
revival movement, which grew into one of the largest and most active churches in the Eng-~
lish-speaking world. '

Thus the Reformation of the sixteenth century is the mother or grandmother of at
least half a dozen families of evangelical denominations, not counting the sub-divisions.
Lutheranism has its strength in Germany and Scandinavia; the Reformed Church, in Great
Britain and North America.

The Reformed Confession has developed different types. Travelling westward with
the course of Christianity and civilization, it became more powerful in Holland, England,
and Scotland than in Switzerland; but the chief characteristics which distinguish it
from the Lutheran Confession were already developed by Zwingli and Calvin.

The Swiss and the German Reformers agreed in opposition to Romanism, but the SWiss
departed further from it. The former were zealous for the sovereign glory of God, and,
in strict interpretation of the first and second commandments, abolished the heathen
elements of creature worship; while Luther, in the interest of free grace and the peace
of conscience, aimed his strongest blows at the Jewish element of monkish legalism and
self-righteousness. The Swiss theology proceeds from God's grace to man's needs; the
Lutheran, from man's needs to God's grace.

Both agree in the three fundamental principles of Protestantism: the absolute
supremacy of the Divine Scripture as a rule of faith and practice; justification by free
grace through faith; the general priesthood of the laity. But as regards the first
principle, the Reformed Church is more radical in carrying it out against human tradi-
tions, abolishing all those which have no root in the Bible; while Luther retained those
which are not contrary to the Bible. As regards justification by faith, Luther made it
the article of the standing or falling Church; while Zwingli and Calvin subordinated it
to the ulterior truth of eternal foreordination by free grace, and laid greater stress
on good works and strict discipline. Both opposed the idea of a special priesthood and
hierarchical rule; but the Swiss Reformers gave larger scope to the popular Tay element,
and set in motion the principle of congregational and synodical self-government and self-
support,
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Both brought the new Church into close contact with the State; but the Swiss Re-
formers controlled the State in the spirit of republican independence, which Ultimately
Ted to a separation of the secular and spiritual powers, or to a free Church in a free
State (as in the free churches of French Switzerland, and in all the churches of the
United States); while Luther and Melanchthon, with their native reverence for monarchi-
cal institutions and the German Empire, taught passive obedience in politics, and brought
the Church under bondage to the civil authority.

A1l the evangelical divines and rulers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
were inconsistently intolerant in theory and practice; but the Reformation, which was a
revolt against papal tyranny and a mighty act of emancipation, led ultimately to the
triumph of religious freedom as its legitimate fruit.

The Reformed Church does not bear the name of any man, and is not controlled by a
towering personality, but assumed different types under the moulding influence of Zwingli
and Bullinger in Zurich, of (E colampadius in Basle, of Haller in Berne, of Calvin and
Beza in Geneva, of Ursinus and Olevianus in the Palatinate, of Cranmer, Latimer, and
Ridley in England, of Knox in Scotland. The Lutheran Church, as the very name indicates,
has the stamp of Luther indelibly impressed upon it; although the milder and more libera]
Melanchthonian tendency has in it a legitimate place of honor and power, and manifests
itself in 311 progressive and unionistic movements as those of Calixtus, of Spener, and
of -the moderate Lutheran schools of our age.

Calvinism has made a.stronger impression on the Latin and Anglo-Saxon races than on
the German; while Lutheranism is essentially German, and undergoes more or less change
in other countries. '

- Calvin aimed at a reformation of discipline as well as theology, and established a
model theocracy in Geneva, which lasted for several generations. Luther contented him-
self with a reformation of faith and doctrine, leaving the practical consequences to
time, but bitterly lamented the Antinomian disorder and abuse which for a time threatened
to neutralize his labors in Saxony.

The Swiss Reformers reduced worship to the utmost simplicity and naked spirtuality,
and made its effect for kindling or chilling devotion to depend upon the personal pilety
and intellectual effort of the minister and the merits of his sermons and prayers.
Luther, who was a poet and a musician, Teft larger scope for the aesthetic and artistic
element; and his Church- developed a rich liturgical and hymnolegical literature. Congre-
gaticnal singing, however, flourishes in both denominations; and the Anglican Church
produced the best 1iturgy, which has kept its place to this day, with increasing popularity.

The Reformed Church excels in self-discipline, Tiberality, energy, and enterprise;
it carries the gospel to all heathen lands and new colonies; it builds up a God-fearing,
manly, independent, heroic type of character, such as we Find among the French Huguenots,
the English Puritans, the Scotch Covenanters, the Waldenses in Piedmont; and sent in times
of persecution a noble army of martyrs to the prison and the stake. The Lutheran Church
Cultivates a hearty, trustful, inward, mystic style of piety, the science of theology,
biblical and historical research, and wrestles with the deepest problems of philosophy
and religion. '

God has wisely distributed his gifts, with abundant opportunities for their exercise
in the building up of his kingdom.
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THE LIFE AND INFLUENCE OF JOHN CALVIN

Introduction More so even than Martin Luther, John Calvin was and is a
man whom historians in the world either love or hate. While leading a
relatively short life ( {9067 to (5¢¥ ; 55 years), Calvin had more of
an impact on Protestant thinking than any other Reformer, and a good
part of denominational development UP TO TODAY can be traced to him, or
to reacting against his theological emphases. He was

a Scheolar , a fexche. ,
a _poapedon. . an_euzp Pt '
aN_ pobtnnmiishatn , . a f(gedte. ,
and a ‘ﬂ.ﬂ.o‘[a;,m— .
Strangely, few people have really read his written works, even. among his

critics. What men have said ABOUT him is interesting, for instance. His
most ardent enemy was Pope Pius IV who said:

The strength of that heretic consisted in this, that money never
had the slightest charm for him. If I had such servants, my king-
dom would extend from sea to sea.

Calvin's dearest friend, Theodore Beza, =gaid of him:

The thing to be wondered at is that a single man, as if he had been
kind of a Christian Hercules, should have been able to subdue s0
-many monsters, and this by that mightiest of all clubs, the Word
of God.

REMEMBER: The sixteenth century was a weird time, with lots of unrest

and confusion. It was a time UNfamiliar with the inherent stability of
environment that we enjoy. Passions for and against causes, and loyal-
ties for various leaders were very pronounced!

The first ten years of Calvin's ministry were the last ten vears of
Luther's, but the two never met personally. The Reformation had bogged
down in Germany and Switzerland and Calvin emerged as a new personality
and force, which got the engine moving again. God used a Luther to
‘ignite the Reformation and he used a Calvin to pull it tegether as a
mighty force for God. Above all, Calvin was a theologian, and he was
able to systemize the Reformed faith so that average people could under-
stand it. He was greatly loved by many of his contemporary Protestants,
even when they could not agree with him. He practiced what he preached,
and was a spiritual man. He did not have the glaring weaknesses in
character that Luther or Zwingli may have shown. Even Hubmaier, the
Anabaptist, and Calvin shared a warm affection for each other, although
Calvin had little tolerance for Anabaptist church principles.



Calvin's Early Davs John Calvin was the 2nd of 5 sons, born to Gerard
Cauvin in _ MNOYspl , NE France on July 10, 1509 (Luther was 27 at the
time). He was educated among the nobility and had "gcod" family connec-
tions. He opened his studies in training for the ministry, then,
obtained his law degree, before returning to an itinerant religious
ministry. He was at this time a devout Catholic of unblemished charac-
ter, and defended Catholicism against Lutheranism in his earliest days.
Calvin says his conversion was sudden, through private study of the
Word, because he failed to find peace in absolutions, penances, and the
intercessions of the church. But, the date of his conversion is
uncertain. He trusted Christ sometime between 1533 and 1537. He wrote
in his commentary on the Psalms:

By a sudden conversion, God subdued and reduced to decility my
gsoul, which was more hardened against such things than one could
expect of my youthful years. Like a flash of light, I realized
in what an abyes of errors, in what chaos, I was.

After his conversion, Calvin slowly broke with the Catholic Church and
was imprisoned several times for his evangelical views. It was not long
before he became the recognized leader of the evangelical church in
Franc¢e. NOTE: He could have lost his life early when he saw a fellow
evangelical have his tongue cut ocut and then burned at the stake. Calvin
made a move towards the scaffold, but several other evangelicals dragged
him away.
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